A2 Comparative Studies. 

1. North America - with particular reference to the USA
2. The European Community - with particular reference to France
3. Australasia - with particular reference with to Australia

Unit 1 USA
Cultural Background

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-outline the historical factors that have shaped American society

-understand that ethnic and European games reached America and were played and modified during colonisation

-account for geographic, demographic and socio-economic influences that have interacted on American society

-explain the mainstream ideologies and counter culture

-relate to the scale of America compared to the United Kingdom

PE in Schools
At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-understand the provision made for Physical Education in USA schools today

-understand the attitudes shown towards physical education in the USA

-describe the policy of co-ordination and the significance of Title IX legislation

-explain and account for the extra-curricular sport in high schools


Ethnic Sport and the Evolution of New Games

-explain the game of baggatoway and how it evolved into lacrosse

-understand how the changing American culture felt the need to adapt older games into modern day games of American football, baseball and ice hockey

-account for the invention of games like basketball and volleyball

-outline the importance of Ivy League colleges during the evolution of American sports


Mass participation in Sport

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-describe community recreation initiatives in the USA

-understand the reasons for the lack of tradition of private sports clubs in the USA

-acknowledge the role of the media in American sport

-outline the reasons why provision of facilities and opportunity to participate has influenced the self-esteem and belief of ethnic groups

The Pursuit of Excellence

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-give reasons why sport is regarded as an institution

-describe the close association of professionalism with commercialism

-account for the role of the media in sport

-explain how a high school player can progress to become a professional player

-describe the image of pluralism as it exists in American society

-understand the significance of stacking and centrality in an unequal society

Outdoor Education and Recreation

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-understand the concept of outdoor recreation

-explain the organisation of national and state parks

-describe the backpacking experience in the wilderness environment

-identify the range of summer camps available to children

-understand the aims of the Outward Bound movement

-describe adventure experiences


Comparison of Similarities and Differences with the UK


Unit 2 France


Cultural Background

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-make a societal analysis and include historical perspectives

-identify and explain the major French ideologies

-understand the significance of climatic, scenic and demographical variables

-explain the centralised administration system and the policy of devolution


PE in Schools

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-assess current attitudes towards physical education

-understand assessment of the subject in schools

-explain the focus of sport study sections

-outline the operation of the UNSS

-explain the meaning and value of the term ‘joint provision’

-identify the mission of a primary sports’ school


Ethnic Sport and the Evolution of New Games

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-define an ethnic game

-give examples of ethnic games in France

-identify the structure and function of these games

-make a comparison with traditional ethnic games in the UK

-recognise la boule as a nationwide street game.

 Mass participation in Sport

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-understand the organisation for the provision of mass sport participation in France

-explain the funding of joint provision

-describe the function of the Ministry for Youth and Sport and the administration of sporting federation

-explain the rise of new sports such as golf and tennis


The Pursuit of Excellence

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-explain the funding and policies that assist elite performers

-understand the role of INSEP and its change from ENSEP

-describe the nature of professionalism with particular reference to the Tour de France, soccer and Rugby League

-explain the operation of Font Romeu

-consolidate the connection between amateur sport and nationalism

Outdoor Education and Recreation

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-understand the concept of le plein air

-identify the features of French national parks

-describe the holiday patterns of the French

-explain the provision for outdoor activities

-describe the operation of Les Classes Transplantees

Comparison of Similarities and Differences with the UK

Unit 3 Australia



Cultural Background

 At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-explain the demography and population distribution in Australia

-describe the tribal origins with an emphasis on native Aborigines

-appreciate the influence of Melanesian and Polynesian cultures on Australian sport

-understand the Anglo-Celt domination of society and the colonial influence

-identify the major ideologies of the Australian nation

-outline the organisation of federal government

-identify the regional focus of Australian football and rugby football
 
PE in Schools
At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-give a detailed account of physical education and sport education in schools with reference to Victoria in the context of the 2003 review

-understand the context of the SEPEP model

-explain PASE as a professional development programme for teachers in Victoria

-comprehend the significance of ‘fair play’

-understand one function of the Australian Sports Commission (ASC) and the introduction of Aussie Sport

-explain the method of assessment in physical education


Ethnic Sport and the Evolution of New Games

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-describe the nature and purpose of the sports and pastimes of the Aborigine people

-explain the status of the Aborigines from the period of colonialism to the present day

-understand the development of Australian football (formally Aussie Rules


Mass participation in Sport

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-understand the state policies and programmes

-explain the development and renewal of the active sports policy

-identify the popularity of colonial games

-understand the issues that have held back the development of soccer


The Pursuit of Excellence

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-understand Australian football, cricket and Rugby League in the context of professional sports

-demonstrate knowledge of traditions in swimming, athletics and tennis

-indicate the influence of ethnic groups in Australian sport

-comprehend issues relating to gender equality

-understand the development of talent through youth sport programmes with reference to the ASC and the AIS


Outdoor Education and Recreation

At the end of these lessons you should be able to:

-understand the possibilities for outdoor adventure in the context of climate, demography and natural resources

-identify the possibilities for frontier experiences in the outback

-explain the role and opportunities for outdoor education in schools


Comparison of Similarities and Differences with the UK

Unit 4

1. Cross-Cultural issues in PE and Sport
2. Cultural Factors Influencing these Four Different Countries
3. Reformative Conclusions

