Sample answers to Worksheet 1.9

Name of extract: Country pursuits and swimming

The story/scenario

The River Avon was perfect for bathing and coarse fishing. The Rugby boys thought they had the

right to fish on both sides of the river, despite clear rules stating otherwise. This extract involves:

• the swimming expedition

• the boys caught poaching and being flogged by the doctor

• Tom and his friends caught fishing by the new gamekeeper (Velveteens) and let off with a

warning

• Tom on a lone fishing adventure, climbing a tree to hide but eventually giving himself up to

Velveteens, who frog-marches him to the doctor for a flogging.

Evidence of technical developments

Evidence of popular recreation/primitive Evidence of technical development

organisation

Swimming ‘in nature’s garb’ Mile of river rented by trustees for the boys

Homemade fishing rods Different bathing places sectioned off for different

age/ability boys

Fishing brought from home ‘Bathing men’ who would ‘prevent accidents’

Strict rules against poaching and trespass

Explanation of different social relationships

• Great comradeship amongst the boys.

• Mutual distrust between the boys and the gamekeeper.

• Lack of respect of boys towards the gamekeeper.

• Tom tries bribing Velveteens to get out of trouble.

Evidence of values being reinforced

• Arnold against cruel sports/blood sports, stealing and trespass.

• Breaking school rules leads to punishment.

• Bad behaviour brings the school into disrepute.

Key quotations

‘ Tom was flogged next morning, and a few days afterwards met Velveteens and presented

him with half a crown for giving up the rod claim, and they became sworn friends; and I

regret to say that Tom had many more fish from under the willow that may-fly season, and was never caught again by Velveteens.’

M

Name of extract: The fight

The story/scenario

The fight is between Tom and Slogger Williams.

Evidence of technical developments

Evidence of popular recreation/primitive Evidence of technical development

organisation

A violent bare-knuckle fight with few rules Boys usually used boxing gloves to prevent

uncivilised fights

Wagering This fight copied eighteenth-century prizefighting,

which was comparatively technically advanced

Tom learning fighting ‘down in the country A timekeeper, a set ring, rounds, and a

when I was a boy’ large crowd

Friends as ‘seconds’ and helpers

Explanation of different social relationships

• Support of the house for each of the fighters.

• A ‘jungle’ situation where ‘boy culture’ still ruled.

• Arnold wanted to reduce violence and bullying.

• Young Brooke, the sixth former, was expected to stop fights, but he let it continue as no one

was badly hurt.

• The boys negotiated the rules.

Evidence of values being reinforced

• Arnold wanted to establish civilised behaviour.

• Boys thought fighting was a good way to resolve differences.

• Showed bravery, courage, pluck and determination.

• Fighting forged friendships.

Key quotations

When Brooke arrives:

‘ Oh hurrah! Now we shall see fair play!’ When the Doctor arrives:

‘ Brooke, I am surprised to see you here. Don’t you know that I expect the sixth to stop

fighting?’

‘Yes sir, generally. But I thought you wished us to exercise a discretion in the matter too – not

to interfere too soon.’

‘But they have been fighting this half-hour and more,’ said the Doctor.

‘Yes, sir, but neither was hurt. And they’re the sort of boys who’ll be all the better friends now,

which they wouldn’t have been if they had been stopped any earlier – before it was so equal.’ Brooke to the fighters: You must shake hands tomorrow morning.’
Name of extract: The cricket match

The story/scenario

On Tom’s last day at Rugby, he captains the School’s 1st XI in their annual match against MCC.

Evidence of technical developments

Evidence of popular recreation/primitive Evidence of technical development

organisation

– Groundsmen watered and rolled the pitch

– Fully codified and regulated

– Umpire, scoring table, technical names for shots

Explanation of different social relationships

• Boys on an ‘easy friendly footing’ with the masters, respectful but unreserved.

• The old system of mutual distrust, ‘natural enemies’, gone.

• Tom puts Arthur in to bat at a crucial time because ‘it will do him so much good, and you can’t

think what I owe him.’ A paternal and kind leader.

Evidence of values being reinforced

• Cricket as ‘an institution’ with values extending beyond the game.

• Cricket had a fully written code and also an unwritten code determining how life should be lived.

• Different from individual activities – team more important than individual.

• Cricket was thought to develop mind and body, teamwork, skilfulness and competition,

qualities needed for war, honour and integrity, loyalty for school and country.

• Cricket non-violent, requiring respect for opposition, and giving opportunity for dealing with

pressure in an acceptable way.

Key quotations

Tom, Arthur and a master sit watching and discussing the game.

‘ I’m beginning to understand the game scientifically. What a noble game it is, too.’

‘Isn’t it? But it’s more than a game. It’s an institution,’ said Tom.

‘Yes,’ said Arthur, ‘ the birthright of British boys old and young, as habeas corpus and trial by

jury are of British men.’

‘The discipline and reliance on one another which it teaches is so valuable, I think,’ went on the

master, ‘it ought to be such an unselfish game. It merges the individual in the eleven; he doesn’t

play that he may win, but that his side may.’

‘That’s very true,’ said Tom, ‘and that’s why football and cricket, now one comes to think of it,

are such much better games than fives or hare and hounds, or any others where the object is to

come in first or to win for oneself, and not that one’s side may win.’

‘And then the captain of the eleven,’ said the master. ‘What a post is his in our school world!

Almost as hard as the Doctor’s requiring skill and gentleness and firmness, and I know not

what other rare qualities.’ On being beaten:

‘ Such a defeat is a victory; so think Tom and all the school eleven, as they accompany their

conquerors to the omnibus, and send them off with three ringing cheers.’
